
 

Timing of Firework Use
 
Even where permitted fireworks are being used by adults on their own property, it is important  
to respect the community’s right to peaceful enjoyment of their lives.
 
That is why legislation places requirements on when fireworks can be used – should individuals 
break the law, the police have powers to take action.
 
Curfew on fireworks use: regulation 7 of the Fireworks Regulations 2004 makes it an offence for 
any person to use ‘adult fireworks’ between the hours of 11pm and 7am, except on ‘permitted’  
fireworks nights. 
 
These exceptions, when the curfew finish time is later, are as follows: 

 z 5 November – 12 midnight
 z Diwali – 1am
 z New Year’s Eve – 1am
 z Chinese New Year – 1am

The maximum penalty for this offence is a fine of £5,000, six months’ imprisonment, or both.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safety Tips 
 z If you are using sparklers, have a bucket of water nearby.  

 When sparklers have gone out they should be put hot end  
 down in the water.

 z Never throw discarded fireworks on bonfires. Some spent  
 fireworks still have gunpowder left in them and some  
 fireworks which have not gone off will still contain  
 all their explosives. Throwing them on bonfires  
 can result in accidents.

 z Make sure you wear the right clothing – you should  
 always wear gloves (especially when holding sparklers).  
 Do not wear nylon clothing, which melts against the skin,  
 and don’t wear open neck shirts, T-shirts or shorts where bare skin is exposed to the danger  
 of fireworks. Remember to tuck scarves in so they don’t catch alight.

 z Don’t fool with fireworks. It’s not worth the risk.  
 They are explosives and can be dangerous  
 if not handled properly.
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The Firework Code
 
1.  Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114.
 
2.  Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks.
 
3.  Keep fireworks in a closed box.
 
4.  Follow the instructions on each firework.
 
5.  Light them at arm’s length, using a taper.
 
6.  Stand well back.
 
7.  Never go near a firework that has been lit.  
 Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode. 
 
8.  Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them.
 
9.  Always supervise children around fireworks.
 
10. Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves.
 
11. Never give sparklers to a child under five.
 
12. Keep pets indoors.
 
13. Don’t let off fireworks after 11pm.

And remember…
 Fireworks 
 Be safe not sorry 
 Always follow the Code
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